INTERESTS   AND   OCCUPATIONS
barous cruelties, rude and dirty pastimes. There does
not, however, seem to have been any particular
reason why he should have gone to the Bear-
garden in Southwark to watch them, any more than
why when In France he should have witnessed the
hideous torturing of an unfortunate prisoner at the
Chatelet, simply excusing himself for not waiting for
the similar treatment of another malefactor by
saying "the spectacle was so uncomfortable."
About Evelyn's sense of humour there may always
be some doubt. It may have been rather elementary.
He is jovial at times, and has a hearty laugh over the
man who had an exhibition of cardboard animals
whose cries he imitated. There are other Instances
of his being able to relax and see the humorous
side of things which show that the staid tone of the
Diary must not be taken as an indication that he was
ever austere and ponderous in his solemnity. Even
frivolity could gain the upper hand, as Pepys, with
his highly developed sense of humour, tells us in the
following incident, which, however, Evelyn did not
think worth recording in his Diary. The place was a
party at Captain Cocke's (Treasurer to the Com-
missioners of the Sick and Wounded), the occasion,
the seizure of some East India prizes by Lord
Sandwich. They were all in a good humour.
"The receipt of this news did put us all into such
an ecstasy of joy, that it inspired into Sir J. Minnes
and Mr, Evelyn such a spirit of mirth, that In all my
life I never met with so merry a two hours as our
company this night was. Among other humours,
in